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Introduction

The Public Use Microdata File on Families is derived from the 1986 Census of Population
and Housing. It contains a wide range of statistical data on the population of Canada, the
provinces and most metropolitan areas.

These data are based on a sample of 67,000 families and 36,000 non-family persons
representing approximately 1% of all families and non-family persons in Canada.

This file is unique among census products since it allows the users to return to the base
unit of the census, enabling them to group data to suit their own requirements. As a
result, it is a powerful analytical and research tool.

As it is imperative for Statisties Canada to preserve the confidentiality of the data, some
of the information collected during the census are not available in this file.

This document informs users of the content of the file and how to use the computer tape.
The reader will also find information on the characteristics of the sample, along with
notes on the reliability of the estimates derived from the data.

Two other mierodata files from the 1986 Census are also available, one on households and
housing, and the other on individuals. Similar files may be obtained for the 1971, 1976 and
1981 Censuses. Chapter 3 provides additional information on these and other produects and
how to order them. )




Chapter 1 - Content

This chapter lists and describes the approximately 102 variables contained in the Public
Use Microdata File on Families. The record layout of the file is contained in Appendix A.

Overview of the Contents

The index lists each variable by order of appearance in the file (page 9) and by
alphabetical order (page 15). ’

Description of Variables

The reader will also find in this chapter detailed information on each variable. In
particular, a description of:

the concept
the universe (the group covered as well as all exclusions)
the categories of a variable.

Confidentiality of Data

It is imperative that Statisties Canada preserve the confidentiality of the information
collected. Considering the nature of the microdata file, special measures must be taken
to meet this objective:

()

(i1)

Reduced Level of Detail: Data for small geographic areas are not given. It is also
not possible to provide as detailed information on family characteristics as in other
census products. Some data have been aggregated, providing the maximum detail
without disclosure, while maintaining the analytical value of the data. For example,
the variable "Occupation” would not indicate "Physician", but rather the more general
classification "Medical and Health Occupations”. This category would include other
medical occupations, such as "Nurse".

Data Suppression: To further protect the confidentiality of responses, categories
which contain few persons must occasionally be suppressed. In these cases, the label
"Not Available" is included in the description of the variable. In addition to
suppression, other special techniques are applied. Income data are rounded to respect
pre-established high and low revenue limits. Further information on income data is
provided in Chapter 2.
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List of Variables by Order in Which They Appear in File

Variable

Province ......... Ceceesneanssrannans teeeasansans
Census Metropolitan Area Code .......... cesseesene
Census Family Type ....cocceiinincniceneccnnennss
Census Family Structure ........... certssecasaranee

Number of Persons in Census Family ................

Number of Children in Census Family at Home

Number of Children in Census Family at Home Under
6 Years of Age ...... ceeessaaes ceesecenne

Number of Children in Census Family at Home

6tol4d Yearsof Age ..cceeeecennnn Cecersecsansas

Number of Children in Census Family at Home

15t017 Years of Age ...ccevierreecrenrenanenens

Number of Children in Census Family at Home

181024 Years of A€e .vveeeeecnceccscnnsaseenens

Number of Children in Census Family at Home

25 Years of Age or OVer ......c.veeenecenncscannnn
Age of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person .................
Age of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person .........
Marital Status of Lone Parent or Non-family Person
Mobility Status of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person
Mobility Status of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person
Class of Worker of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person
Class of Worker of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person
Labour Force Activity of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person

Labour Force Activity of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person

ooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooo

------------------------

oooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooo

Hours Worked in Reference Week by H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ..........

Hours Worked in Reference Week by W/FLP or Female Non-family

POrSON v vvivteeencceaceanccccsonosanassnassasss

ooooooooooooooooooooooooo

23
24
26

27

28

29

30

31

32
33
34
35
36
38
40
42
44
46

48
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List of Variables by Order in Which They Appear in File - continued

Variable Page
When Last Worked for H/MLP or Male Non-family Person .......coceeeeeacecceans 50
When Last Worked for W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ......cceeeeveeeneses 51
Weeks Worked in 1985 by H/MLP or Male Non-family Person .....ccccceceeeennes 52
Weeks Worked in 1985 by W/FLP or Female Non-family Person .......ccccevnuens 53

Full-time or Part-time Weeks Worked in 1985 by H/MLP or Male
Non-family Person .......eoceeeeececesse tteerssesncenssanesecesasseeranes 54

Full-time or Part-time Weeks Worked in 1985 by W/FLP or Female
Non-family Person ...c.ccvee0ess cececscannas crececannnane Ceesevtenrseacanns 55

Presence of Children for W/FLP ........ Ceeeennsnaenenn tececesseseeaesesasanne 56

Occupation (1980 Classification) of H/MLP or Male
Non-family Person .....ccceeeveeeennnes Ceecceennrssesetnnrreassecanrasann 57

Occupation (1980 Classification) of W/FLP or Female
Non-family Person ....ccoevveeececennes e easesecssececnt et snnasonannns 59

Occupation (1971 Classification) of H/MLP or Male
Non-family PErSON ...vvvieeroeesssecssosnssssnassevoscoasssnss Creceeaanan 61

Occupation (1971 Classification) of W/FLP or Female
Non-family Person .....ceeeeeevensanae Cteccesnasecsaneersressaennssasonen 63

Industry (1980 Classification) of H/MLP or Male
Non-family PerSOm ...cceutieecoenvsssssacccenoescacssssnnsesssanonannenss 65

Industry (1980 Classification) of W/FLP or Female
Non-family PerSOn ..ceveeesrrorsoaceneseasssosscaesssonsssnsacsnnsoanssas 67

Industry (1970 Classification) of H/MLP or Male
Non-family Person .....ceeeiieieieeeeeeenssnoescossssonsssesssasssocenanns 69

Industry (1970 Classification) of W/FLP or Female
Non-family PerSOM . .cutieeteneerneeceenesssenassorsssessocnssasssasosaoas 71

Number of Income Recipients in Census Family or
Non-family PerSOn ... vieeerieeeeeeecassnssssscssossacsssossssasssanensns 73

Number of Employment Income Recipients in Census Family
or Non-family Person . ...ceeeiteneenennneseeesscsososencssasonnnnsasssanas 74

Total Income in Census Family or Non-family Person .........cceviiiiineneeenns 75

Wages and Salaries of Census Family or Non-family Person ........cceveuviaenen, 78
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List of Variables by Order in Which They Appear in File - continued

Variable Page
Self Employment Income of Census Family or Non-family Person ................ 79
Investment Income of Census Family or Non-family Person ........ tecrenennennan 80

Old Age Security Pension and Guaranteed Income Supplement
of Census Family or Non-family Person .........ccc0vveunee. tecessseenanenasas 81

Benefits from Canada or Quebec Pension Plan
of Census Family or Non-family Person ..........ccccceess. cressscsasennasas 82

Benefits from Unemployment Insurance

of Census Family or Non-family Person .......ceeeeeeeeecenccnsecscaccnncnns 83
Family Allowances and Child Tax Credits of Census Family .............. esecnne 84
Other Income from Government Sources of Census Family or

Non-family Person .......... cereciaes teteesrsescesenennns cesecssnnasrasan 85
Retirement Pensions and Other Money Income of Census Family

OF Non-family PerSOn ....cieivieiossoncesecssaossssnsssasscasesscansssnons 86
Total Income of Husband or Male Lone Parent in Census Family ............. ... 87
Total Income of Wife or Female Lone Parent in Census Family .................. 90
Wages and Salaries of Husband or Male Lone Parent in Census Family ............ 93
Wages and Salaries of Wife or Female Lone Parent in Census Family ............ 94
Self Employment Income of Husband or Male Lone Parent in Census Family ....... 95
Self Employment Income of Wife or Female Lone Parent in Census Family ........ 96
Investment Income of Husband or Male Lone Parent in Census Family ............ 97
Investment Income of Wife or Female Lone Parent in Census Family ............. 98

0Ol1d Age Security Pension and Guaranteed Income Supplement of Husband
or Male Lone Parent in Census FAmMIily ...coveeierereinnnrecnsncnanososonsansns 99

Old Age Security Pension and Guaranteed Income Supplement of Wife
or Female Lone Parent in Census Family ........iiiiiniiiiiiiiinnnenecceanns 100

Benefits from Canada or Quebec Pension Plan of Husband or Male Lone
Parent in Census FaMily ....vitiiiirieeeeeeseeeeesesseeantioesnoncacoasnannnns 101

Benefits from Canada or Quebec Pension Plan of Wife or Female
Lone Parent in Census Family .....cccieieiieinnniiiiiiinienneenasnsncsaans 102
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List of Variables by Order in Which They Appear in File - continued
Variable Page
Benefits from Unemployment Insurance of Husband or Male Lone

Parent in Census Family ....cvvvevennnees ceetseresreseserseseens Ceeeersens 103

Benefits from Unemployment Insurance of Wife or Female Lone
Parent in Census Family ....ovivieeeeencracecennns eeetreecssaneeerraaasas 104

Family Allowances and Child Tax Credits of Husband or Male
Lone Parent in Census Family ...coieieeriiieniiiineeecennenecnsesccconannns 105

Family Allowanees and Child Tax Credits of Wife or Female Lone
Parent in Census Family ..........cccv0e ceeesseesesesesearsaseseecenenonnn 106

Other Income from Government Sources of Husband or Male Lone
Parent in Census Family ...........ccvevneeen teccennas tesesessannns ceesess 107

Other Income from Government Sources of Wife or Female Lone
Parent in Census Family .....c0c0000ne Ceecetrascrsasatrssssenas cecessseane 108

Retirement Pensions and Other Money Income of Husband or Male Lone
Parent in Census Family ...covievenicencecccannnns Cereresisesecsenenaanaoas 109

Retirement Pensions and Other Money Income of Wife or Female Lone

Parent in Census FAMIlY ..ivvutrereneeeneetennessonceeessnonsncsssssocnnnons 110
Income Status (1978 Low Income Cut-offs) .....vvevieeeasersssesonccsnossronns 111
Highest Grade of Elementary or Secondary Schooling of

H/MLP or Male Non-family Person .......ccccceeeeernetrcessrcssasecanasoons 112
Highest Grade of Elementary or Secondary Schooling of

W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ......... e 113
Highest Level of Schooling of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ................ 114
Highest Level of Schooling of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ............... 115
Trades and Other Non-university Certificates of H/MLP or

Male Non-family Person ....veiieeiencessenseoneasesssecorssescsannnonsnssss 118
Trades and Other Non-university Certificates of W/FLP or

Female Non-family Person .......ccieiuiiereneesaconsessscsscacnossoonssas 119
Major Field of Study of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ........c.ccveeeinnnann 120
Major Field of Study of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person .................... 122

Ethnic Origin of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ...........ccoiiieianeennnns 124
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List of Variables by Order in Which They Appear in File - concluded

Variable Page
Ethnie Origin of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person .......cccccceeeeceecncanss 126
Place of Birth of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ......ceecceecececeocconsas 128
Place of Birth of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ..........cceiveennnnnnn. 129
Year of Immigration of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ........cccceeeecencees 130
Year of Immigration of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ........c.cc0eecneenn 131
Official Language of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ..... cesesactesaeseanas . 132
Official Language of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person .........ccecevenceenn 133
Official Language of Children at Home .......cc.v... cessecceasens Ceeeresensas 134
Mother Tongue of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ......cceeeeceeeecccaccacss 135
Mother Tongue of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person .....ccoeeeeeeveroceacanns 136
Mother Tongue of Children at Home ..........c..... eeesetecatseerarssasanaannn 137
Home Language of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person .......cccviieiiicencennes 138
Home Language of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ........... Cetrracennens 139
Home Language of Childrenat Home ........ccciieeeerceeerscsnsocanccncsnnnas 140
TONULE t4veusnreeeecnesossseosneosasosnsssesscssssoasscassassossscnssssnsss 141
Number of ROOMS . vetiueeceeeeeaenacsssssosesassscssosansossssassossnssnas 142
Presence of MOPtZAgE ...vveeevoeeraecassenesesssncsscsssosasasssssssscnnans 143
Tenure - Condominium ......cuiiiiteiineereesesncecasessssssanssscasassnnsns 144
Owner's Major Payments (Monthly) .....ccuvitiiiiieenereeonreennacssostanannans 145
Monthly Payments for Principal, Interest and Taxes .........cieiiiieevnroncanns 146
Monthly Gross Rent ......ccciiiiiiieierieensssecnoeecasarsssscaasssnnansssas 147
Monthly Cash Rent ......ciiiniiiiirieierirnenasecsanooncensassossssssnanas 148
Value of DWelliNg .. vviieireeeeenereeeesesossasesossansssesccscncsassassscas 149
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List of Variables by Alphabetical Order

Variable

Age of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ........cceeveeevucases cenee

Age of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person .......oeeeceeoneccencens

Benefits from Canada or Quebec Pension Plan

" of Census Family or Non-family Person ......c.cevevceseoacecocenns

Benefits from Canada or Quebec Pension Plan of Husband or Male Lone

Parent in Census Family ........... Ceeeertessestesattaancennennnn
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List of Variables by Alphabetical Order - continued

Variable Page
Highest Grade of Elementary or Secondary Schooling of H/MLP

or Male Non-family Person .....cceceeteeecaccsscecorssssscccssossssssssssons 112
Highest Grade of Elementary or Secondary Schooling of W/FLP
_or Female Non-family Person .....ccceevvececconnsnsacnas Ceseeeesccccssannna 113
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Home Language of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ........ccceeveeeveecense 139
Hours Worked in Reference Week by H/MLP or Male Non-family Person .......... 48
Hours Worked in Reference Week by W/FLP or Female Non-family

Person ..c.veeecvececneraencscnnnsenns seereeennes cresacsnacenascasennoas 49
Income Status (1978 Low Income Cut-offs) ...veieereesansasnecesscssosancasnss 111

Industry (1970 Classification) of H/MLP or Male
Non-family Person ... eiieeeeierenecseseseneesasessseasasannsssscsnsnnsns 69

Industry (1970 Classification) of W/FLP or Female
Non-family Person .....ccoeeeveecceennsseasns Ceeseteresecceanaarrarsonaeaa 71

Industry (1980 Classification) of H/MLP or Male
Non-family PerSOn ..oveerrrescceosennsssassesnsesassseassssansssasscsosanas 65

Industry (1980 Classification) of W/FLP or Female

Non-family Person .....cveiieienecteneseseccanesessssssassseeanssanscnsanns 67
Investment Income of Census Family or Non-family Person ........cccieeeiennsnn 80
Investment Income of Husband or Male Lone Parent in Census Family ............ 97
Investment Income of Wife or Female Lone Parent in Census Family ............. 98
Labour Force Activity of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person .......ccceveeeeeens 44
Labour Force Activity of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ......cov0vvuven.. 46
Major Field of Study of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person .......ccevvuveeeancss 120
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List of Variables by Alphabetical Order - continued

Variable Page
Marital Status of Lone Parent or Non-family Person ......cccc0eeevens ceerscaens 35
Mobility Status of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ......cccceveenns ceeecaens 36
Mobility Status of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ................ N 38
Mother Tongue of Children at Home ........... Ceceetrenessseasecntennetarans 137
Mother Tongue of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ......ccoeeereveccnceacncas 135
Mother Tongue of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ......ceceeeeeeeeeeecnans 136
Monthly Cash Rent . .....ciieieeieerieserecosceosnsossncassossssonsanansssans 148
Monthly Gross Rent ........ e seseseveceneansessancnetctseasres et enonnnen 147
Monthly Payments for Principal, Interest & Taxes ....c.cceveeeeenerieeiecnnnans 146
Number of Children in Census Family at Home ......ccciefeciencccnocncncnscns 27

Number of Children in Census Family at Home under
6 Years of AZe .iceveeeesscacsnessncessscnsscnasans N 28

Number of Children in Census Family at Home
61014 Years Of AQe ..cvviveterseoscessetensssssossssscnscoscsscsnseannns 29

Number of Children in Census Family at Home
151017 Yearsof Age .....ovvvveincennenns Ciesetsestsneesanesasnearannanns 30

Number of Children in Census Family at Home
181024 Years of Age ..uvtiienreiirisencsesaseseossoonssssossoscosssasnssa 31

Number of Children in Census Family at Home
25 Years of Age OF OVer . ...ciiiiieiuiteensreesasesnscassonsosensossnssanns 32

Number of Employment Income Recipients in Census Family
or Non-family PerSOn . ....eiuiieetineteeeeecocsssessosanassnossosnnsanans 74

Number of Income Recipients in Census Family or

Non-family Person .....cciieeeiieeeinrerensesoesecoonscasnscsnssasnssaons 73
Number of Persons in Census Family ......cceiiieiietenenactcenncncscccasanas 26
NUMDbDEr Of ROOMS tiiiienreeeeaeosssoasssnssosesaseoossssssssssssosnaansans 142

Occupation (1971 Classification) of H/MLP
or Male Non-family Person .....uiieeeieeersscneanassorsscocannnoncoseanss 61
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List of Variables by Alphabetical Order - continued

Variable
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List of Variables by Alphabetical Order - concluded

Variable Page

Retirement Pensions and Other Money Income of Census
Family or Non-family Person .......ccoeeeevneeeen ceeasen ceteeesteastseanens 86

Retirement Pensions and Other Money Income of Husband or Male Lone
. Parent in Census Family ........ Ceseresasessananes escccceenanntsasesennas 109

Retirement Pensions and Other Money Income of Wife or Female Lone

Parent in Census FAMIly ....ccveiiiierrractnscsceceossssscsssanancsssanens 110
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Self Employment Income of Husband or Male Lone Parent in Census Family ....... 95
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Tenure ........ ceeseeneetsessasens ceeereansan P 140
Tenure - Condominium ......... Ceesesensenasensenaccas ceeenes Ceeesecnerrens 144
Total Income in Census Family or Non-family Person .......cccceeeeveernceneenns 75
Total Income of Husband or Male Lone Parent in Census Family ................. 87
Total Income of Wife or Female Lone Parent in Census Family ...........cc00un. 90

Trades and Other Non-university Certificates of H/MLP

or Male Non-family Person .......ceeeeerenereeereecsossccsacsassnaososaans 118
Trades and Other Non-university Certificates of W/FLP

or Female Non-family Person .....cccceeeeocerercecoossoanscsccansscoonsons 119
Value of DWelling .. ..iveiieriessersnseecsaseseesasssssnssscsacoscsscansanss 149
Wages and Salaries of Census Family or Non-family Person ..........covveeeennnn 78
Wages and Salaries of Husband or Male Lone Parent in Census Family ............. 93
Wages and Salaries of Wife or Female Lone Parent in Census Family ............. 94
Weeks Worked in 1985 by H/MLP or Male Non-family Person ........ccvocevenes, 52
Weeks Worked in 1985 by W/FLP or Female Non-Family Person .................. 53
When Last Worked for H/MLP or Male Non-family Person .........cccciueennen, 50
When Last Worked for W/FLP or Female Non-family Person ........ceeeeeeecesss 51
Year of Immigration of H/MLP or Male Non-family Person .........cc0ciiavnnnn. 130

Year of Immigration of W/FLP or Female Non-family Person .................... 131




