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Introduction

The Public Use Microdata File on Individuals is a product of the 1986 Census of Population
and contains a wide range of statistical data on the population of Canada, the provinces
and selected metropolitan areas.

These data are based on a sample of 500,000 individuals, that is, approximately 2% of the
Canadian population. Extensive demographic, social and economie information such as
age, income, schooling and ethno-cultural characteristics are provided.

This file is unique among census products sinee it allows the users to return to the base
unit of the census, enabling them to group data to suit their own requirements. As a
result, it is a powerful analytical and research tool.

Because it is imperative for Statistics Canada to preserve the confidentiality of the data,
some of the information collected during the eensus are not available in this file.

This document informs users of the content of the file and how to use the computer tape.
The reader will also find information on the characteristics of the sample, along with
notes on the reliability of the estimates it provides.

Two other microdata files from the 1986 Census are also available, one of households and
housing, and the other on families. Similar files may be obtained for the 1971, 1976 and
1981 Censuses. Chapter 3 provides additional information on these and other products and
how to order them.




Chapter 1 - Content

This chapter lists and describes the 84 variables contained in the Public Use Microdata
File on Individuals. The record layout of the file is contained in Appendix A.

Overview of the Contents

The index lists each variable by order of appearance in the file (page 9) and by
alphabetical order (page 13).

Description of Variables

The reader will also find in this chapter detailed information on each variable. In
particular, a description of:

the concept
the universe (the group covered as well as all exclusions)
the categories of a variable.

Confidentiality of Data

It is imperative that Statistics Canada preserve the confidentiality of the information
collected. Considering the nature of the microdata file, special measures must be taken
to meet this objective:

@

(i1)

Reduced Level of Detail: Data for small geographic areas are not given. It is also
not possible to provide as detailed information on characteristies of individuals as in
other census products. Some data have been aggregated, providing the maximum
detail without disclosure, while maintaining the analytical value of the data. For
example, the variable "Occupation" would not indicate "Physician", but rather the
more general classification "Medical and Health Occupations". This category would
include other medical occupations, such as "Nurse".

Data Suppression: To further protect the confidentiality of responses, categories
which contain few persons must oceasionally be suppressed. In these cases, the label
"Not Available" is included in the description of the variable. In addition to
suppression, other special techniques are applied. Income data are rounded to respect
pre-established high and low revenue limits. Further information on income data is

provided in Chapter 2.
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List of Variables by Order in Which They Appear in File

Variable Page
POV ittt i i i e i ittt ettt ettt 17
Census MetropolitaN AFe8 ....i..iuieiuirneeneeneneoneneoacocnaneonnnennn. 18
Household Classification ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnennnnnnn. 19
Household Type ....... e ettt e e et et et e et e, 20
Household Size .....ieuiiiuiiiiiiiiitineeeneeeneeeenneenneeeneeenaennnnnnnns 22
Total Household INCOME GrOUPS .« . vvvvventnreenneenesneenenesesoennenenensnnnn,s 23
Owner's Major Payments (MONthLY) .. .uiunernneeenineeenneeeneeenoenneennnennns 24
MONthly Gross Rent v uuueietiiiuieeneeeneeeuneeeesoesnnneennssnnesenesnnnes 25
Monthly Cash Rent .uuuieuiiiiiiiiieneruneeenneeeeneeeaneeoeassneeonnennnnns 26
Economic Family Status ....uuuiuiniineiiiieernnneeneeenesenneanneeennnens 27
Number of Persons in Economic Family ...v.ueeiieeiieeneneeneroeroneneennnnns 28
Census Family Status and Living Arrangements .......oeeeeeveeennnns. Ceeeseacen 29
Number of Persons in Census FAmMily .....cuuiieuieenieeneeneroeeeeeonaneennenns 30
Major Source of Census Family INCOME ....uuvirriieeernneennerenneeneaenaeennan 31
Total Census Family INCOME GrOUPS « . tuvteneenerneeeneeneeneennsnesaoenaennnns 32
Household Status - Relationship to Household Reference Person 1l .......ceceeveen.. 33
Age .iiiiiinnnnn. cecesacen cretecnaaanees Ceceecrssenaesasesstcsetesavectsanas 34
Sex .......... cesens N Cevesessesecnnse ceccesersececsssseassanas cecvenan 35
Marital Status ........... teececisasseans Ceceeseescsneransas seessssccensasans 36
Mobility Status ....ceeeeeeiinennnnncnnnns et eccsesstacsaennen creceaceessnns 37
Province of Residence 5 Years Ago .......... Crseecasasans Cecerrensnenes cerens 39
Labour Force Activity (Based on 1971 Definitions) ......eeeveeieeeneneencnoncens 40
Labour Forece Activity «.ouviivuiiineiniienineneeeneeeeeneecnosoncsannocenonns 42
Hours Worked in Reference Week ........ccouviienennennnneneennnns - 2:

When Last WorKed «oveeeeeeeenneeeeeneeesoseeesooseoneosesesesssnssosssnnnes 45




-10 -

List of Variables by Order in Which They Appear in File - continued

Variable Page
Weeks Worked in 1985 .. .ivuitiitiiioninneneeneeneneeennennnseneonannnennnn. 46
Full-time or Part-time Weeks Worked in 1985 .........ccveeiierunnnrennnnnnnnn.. 47
Presence of Children ........uuiiiiiiiiiiiinnneeeennnneeennneoeaesnnnnnnnnn. 48
Occupation (1980 Classification Basis) «v.vvuvereneeiinereeeeeneeeonnesennnnnnn. 49
Occupation (1971 Classification Basis) «v.uveeeeeneenneenrenrenronnennennnnnn... 51
Industry (1980 Standard Industrial Classification) .........eeeeeeeeeennnennnnn... 53
Industry (1970 Standard Industrial Classification) .........veeeeeveeeenneennnnn.. 55
C1ass Of WOLKEr o .ivuiiititiiittiiiteeneeennneeenunneeeeneeasossennnnnnneennn, 57
Highest Level of SChOOlINg . ouitttinerentnninneeiveeeneneeeeneeennnnnnnnnn. 59
Highest Grade of Elementary or SECONAArY .....vuvvererenneeesennnnneseennnnnnn. 61
Years of University «oueniniiiiiniiennrieenieeeeeeennenenneenanenaeennenn, 62
Years of Other Non-University EQUCAtION ....vvitirenereneunennennnennesnnnnnn. 63
Trades and Other Non-University Certificates ......eeeeereneeeeeeeenneeennnnnn. 64
Highest Degree, Certificate or Diploma ....vevrverrenvneennnnn. Cecteieeeaeaaas 65
Major Field of Study ... uiiuiiniennennerieenneneeeneenceoasncacennns teeeonns 66
Ethnie Origin ...iviitiiiniiiinineieenennrecnnneencoannnas ceecssessssenasss BT
Visible Minority Indicator ....... ceessteannn Ceesseceaenana Cecesecestcaneceenns . 7
Aboriginal Ethnie Origin ....... Ceseveresssastaancnnvase ceesansaas Ceeeesaaaaaas 73
Dutch Ethnie Origin ...... cesnes Cesesesecncssstssnas PPN 75
German Ethnic Origin .........ccivvvnnn. ceeees Gesecececestrtetanananosasenen 76
Scandinavian Ethnie Origin .......... cerettsceneananas et eeceeraticecenreeaas 17
Hungarian Ethnic Origin ....oiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiniiieeiineeeneernnneeenaanonnnns 78
Polish Ethnic Origin ................. € e ettt eceeeiennetaeesotenscenaceraaonn 79
Ukrainian Ethnie Origin ............ Se ettt st eeaea et ennan 80

Croatian, Serbian, ete. Ethnic Origins .......veuiierieeneeeneenennannnnns R -3 |
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List of Variables by Order in Which They Appear in File - continued

Variable Page
Greek Ethnic Origin ... .iiiiiiiiiiiirenineenronrsoeesoceeacsceeansnennnas 82
Italian Ethnic Origin ............. e teseesssenstcseannareananan Ceseessassaann 83
Portuguese Ethnic Origin .......ccitiiiiiiiiiiiiiienennnns Ceeeeeeseteastaena 84
dewish Ethnic Origin .....iiietiiiiiieteeeeeeteeeeeeeoeenceenconsonasesnnanns 85
West Asian and Arab Ethnic Origins .....ccecvveeiaeennenn. Ceeeccaneteareaaeaas 86
South Asian Ethnic Origins .....ccveeeieiieeeneeeeennnnns ceeeaes Cesessresannnas 87
Chinese Ethnic Origin  .....tiiiiiiiiiiiiteteeeeeeneeeeneoessennennnennnons 88
Filipino Ethnic Origin . ..vutitiniiiiiieiereeeeeeeeerneneeensesosasesasoncnsas 89
East/South East Asian Ethnic Origins «.u.ceeeveeneeeiinreeeereeneansnennoneanns 90
Black Ethnic Origin ....vititiiiiiiriiiiiiiiiiiteireeoreconocosnansecnanannns 91
Place of Birth . ..vutt ittt iiiiiiititetieieeteneoeaacaneoeosenensanennnnas 92
Official LANGUAEE . ovvtuieneesitesoeeseneeneesesneeaesesacnsonesnsnensnens 96
Home Language ......ccc00veenen chessseeeneneasseansranbas Cessaeseeseccsaans 97
Mother Tongue ......cccivereeecennnns G e eecccctases ettt easacaesctscnassannaes 100
Citizenship ...cccvveveinnneennnn C e eetectattenssataanearearstatctcsncnnonns 103
Year of Immigration ......c.ciiieiieennn. ceeeressecnes ttececererrersrsacas 104
Age at Immigration .......... Cesesensecnans ceiesescanans ceccecennannas eeeees 105
Total Income .........ccc0eveees cesessensrracenannen Ceeseeces Cerecictenenns 106
Wages and Salaries ...... Cetessecaansenanns ceeeesacssenanens cicescensaceennas 109
Self Employment Income ..... Cesesessseasssneae tettiersccnnaan ceeessrssenennn 110
Investment Ineome ....... . . iiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieanns Ceeceesscessscensssnenns 111
Old Age Security Pension and Guaranteed Income Supplement .........ccceveveeeee 112
Canada/Quebec Pension Plan Benefits ..v.eeeeeeereeneeeeeeeeeessancansanananes 113
Family Allowances R R R R R R RI Creceeneaenanos 114
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List of Variables by Order in Which They Appear in File - concluded

Variable _ Page
Federal Child Tax Credits ........cocuiieiiiiiienennenrneeeennnseeneneeeenannns 115
Unemployment Insurance Benefits ......coiiuiiuineeneneinenernennenensennnnnnnn 116
Other Government Transfer Payments ...... C e e eteereaeee ettt 117
Retirement Pensions ........uiiiiuiiiiiiiiieiereeneeenseenunaseneeennssnnnenns 118
Other Money INCOME . .iuiti ittt eeeeneeneeeeneneneenenneneeeenossonennnnens 119
Household Maintainer Indicator ......oitiiiiiiiennneeiireneeneenneenennannnns 120
T ONUIE ...ttt ittt iiiieiteieessecoenoeoneeeanesanneeensesesnsenanennns 121
Tenure - Condominium .........c.c00unn... Geesesatsesans teceeranns Ceenenseans 122
Value of DWelling .utuiiniititiiieeneenneeeeeneenessneeeneseconaannenaennens 123
Number of RoOmS .....ivivieieneennenenennn ceeees teeeceeeeciitctteeseatanann 124
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List of Variables by Alphabetical Order

Variable Page
Aboriginal Ethnie Origin ......utiiiutiiiiiiii ittt e e, 73
1 ceeiean 34
Age at Immigration . ....cooiiiiiiiii i e e e 105
Black Ethnic Origin ... .uueiiiiii ittt ittt et 91
Canada/Quebec Pension Plan Benefits «......eeeeuenenneneeneeneennennennnnn... 113
Census Family Status and Living Arrangements ...........eeeeeeennnnsennnnn... 29
Census Metropolitan Area Code .............. tessescnsranes eeeseseteeateenns 18
Chinese Ethnie Origin .............. Ceeecncnnatasaconns teceetrenteeneanravaaan 88
Citizenship R P {1
Class Of WOTKer & et ittttittttee it eeineeeineeeeeeensenneeenann i, 57
Croatian, Serbian, ete. Ethnic 10 o 1~ o - 81
Duteh Ethnie Origin  oouiiiiiiiiniiiiii ittt et 75
East/South East Asian Ethnic Origins ............ Sttt eie bttt eae e, 90
Economic Family Status ....... S et e et e e et et et e ettt e e e anen e 27
Ethnie Origin ...... cerseen T 67
Family Allowanees .........o0cvee. ceessaas e esassetteatcceaanannn P B ¥
Federal Child Tax Credit ............. ceeeces Ceesteccsscrans Ceestsecnacasesas 115
Filipino Ethnic Origin ...ovvruiiiiiiiineinnnnenenennn cececcncerrsaanns eeo. 89
Full-Time or Part-Time Weeks Worked in 1985 ................ Cecesessacansonas 47
German Ethnic Origin ...cvevveennnennnnnnnnnnnnn. Ceeesesenteatatnst s aena 76
Greek Ethnic Origin ....ovveninniiniiinnnnnennnennnns Ceesasesrasasessssenes 82
Highest Degree, Certificate or Diploma........ Ceesesnsseatanctarennns ceeeseaas 65
Highest Grade of Elementary or Secondary ............ et eeceaesetatneaceeenenn 61
Highest Level of Schooling .......coveiiiiiirunnnennnn. Ceeteceeercteeetsatenan 59
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List of Variables by Alphabetical Order - continued

Variable Page
Home Language .....cuivtuiiiniiinniiitieenetoeeeneeaneoneeneenneoacncanannns 97
Hours Worked in Reference Week ......ciiiiiieinenneinnrnnrneeneneneonennnnns 44
Household Classifieation ....................... teserceenionertasettttrcanann 19
Household Maintainer Indicator ......coiiiiuinenieinninnennenneneeneennennnn, 120
Household Size ........iiuiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiieteneeneeaneneeneeeneoneanaennnns 22
Household Status - Relationship to Household Reference Person 1 ........covuu.... 33
HoUSENOId TyPe tiviiiiitttti et eeneeeeeaeanennnacensoesnsonsnenennanenas . 20
Hungarian Ethnic Origin ...... ceeses C e e teeeeccecetenetactt ettt aenennannn 78
Industry (1970 Standard Industrial Classification) Geeesetneeasttststt oo neans 55
Industry (1980 Standard Industrial Classification) ........eeeeeveeernnrnnennenns. 53
Investment Income  .....iiiiiiiiiiiiiii i i St eeeccecretistsaasaarane 111
[talian Ethnic Origin . ovuituiiiiitiiiiiiei it iiietieeneeneeenesnasneennenns 83
Jewish Ethnie Origin ....euuitiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiieiieenneneereessnonannnns ... 85
Labour Force Activity ...cvvuiieerninineinenennennennnnns Ceevesssssessenseans 42
Labour Force Activity (Based on 1971 Definitions) ....c.voeeeeeeeeneeneennens vees 40
Major Field of Study ..... ceerecae Ceessaceencne Ceeesetctarssasacenaas ceeessans 66
Major Source of Census Family Income .........c0un.... Ceteeeesasinen - 3 |
Marital Status .....oiieiiiiieiicnreocneneennnnannns Secvecssenstessnsennanes 36
Mobility Status ............ S e e e e e neeas o et attaataat ettt ersaconnnoosssanans 37
Monthly Cash Rent .......ccvvvevnnnn.. setesesasennn Ceeresecasnssnasaanes eee. 26
MonthlyGrossRent.......; ............................................ ceess 25
MOtNer TONGUE . vtttiietttiieeeeeeeereeneuesesesannsosncacensnsssnnannans 100
Number of Persons in Census Family ............ et eeceeesseretetaatreannan .. 30

Number of Persons in Economic Family .......... Ceeeseeterecentaaanaas ceeanaas 28
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List of Variables by Alphabetical Order - continued

Variable Page
Number of ROOMS «.iuuiuitiiiiiitiiiiinteeeastoneaneoeeneeneeneeoanaannns 124
Occupation (1971 Classification BasiS) «v.vveiieeeneierneneneeerereeennonenenn, 51
Occupation (1980 Classification Basis) .............. Cerecrseensassaaas Ceeenaenns 49
Official LaNGUAZE . .ovuturteeeeneeneeneeneeanennesneeneoncossaasans ceeetanees 96
Old Age Security Pension and Guaranteed Income Supplement ........cceeeevnnnn. 112
Other Government Transfer PAYMentS «.u.ueeeeeeeneeneenneneeoeeneonennnennnn, 117
Other Money Income ......ceviivnnnnnnennnnss cesane Gt eeeseenensasastanenana 119
Owner's Major Payments (Monthly) ......coceveinuneneneennnennns e, 24
Place of Birth ......... S s et e e et e e e et et eenscertaeaaeetaerenennnnas 92
Polish Ethnic Origin .......cocivieiennnnnnn.. S eeeerenceaennessatsteseaaenen 79
Portuguese Ethnie Origin ........covvieinvnnnn. e s eecaeteratnanttattctssooens 84
Presence of Children ..... P 48
Provinee .......civiviiiiecannnn.. Ceeceecnecnes Cetectecteeettassesacesans ..o 17
Provinee of Residence 5 Years Ago ............ Ceeetceceectetateastasrensenans 39
Retirement Pensions .....veeiiiiiiittiieneneeneeeeneeeeneeeneeneaencnananas 118
Seandinavian Ethnic Origin .....iiiiiiiiiiiiinnenneeeeneeneeneennennnas ceeess 17
Self Employment Income ......... cesensen ceeesseerasaanaaces tetrecseaesacans 110
Sex .......... teeceeecnececcsnesonsasessann cevens Ceeecentseecctasstnacesons 35
South Asian Ethnie Origins ...... Cereseenes ceceee Seeeevececnnnsrasasessanannas 87
Tenure ...... Ceeesecaccnnna credecitsonsnnns se et secanrueas st aroressennnens 121
Tenure - Condominium ............. cesevasens P 122
Total Census Family Income Groups ......... ceseeens Geetessrcscsiteascrenasaae 32
Total Household INCOME GroUPS . v.civeeieeeeoeeeeoaeeneeseseooncosocoaoensess 23
Total Income ........ tececesreansennas Cederecnsuan Cetceeeantcenratasensanns 106
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List of Variables by Alphabetical Order - concluded

Variable Page
Trades and Other Non-University Certificates .....c.ccvueiiiiinnnnernnnnnenenns 64
Ukrainian Ethnie Origin .. ..ouiitiiiiiiiiiiiiinererernneeeenennnoeenoenennans 80
Unemployment Insurance Benefits .....ceiiiiiiinierininnennenneocnnnenenennns 116
Value of DWelling ...vutitiiitieiriiieeroreosoeessosesosoencasennnsaenenseas 123
Visible Minority Indicator ........ Gt et e sessaaenoaaattataeaetetctennnnnns 71
Wages and Salaries ..... Ceeetsssensans tecsrasessnens Ceeesescacacnseasssanns . 109
Weeks Workedin 1985 ........coivenvenennn. Ceeiiecccaentsaannestsrerrstaanns 46
West Asian and Arab Ethnic Origins ...cvevitiiiiiiiiiiinnneeneneeneennennnnens 86
When Last Worked ............. St eeatetaiteeetesererenasataneseceasasaneraann 45
Year of Immigration ......c.ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinan.. Cereeirteetiesecessons 104
Years of Other Non-University Edueation .......cccceveinnenninnnenennennnanens 63

Years of University «.ocuiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiieiiieneeeeraeeneseeneneneanennnnns 62




