
Exercise with CCHS 1.1

 

Background

 

The Canadian Community Health Survey (CCHS) - Cycle 1.1, was conducted by Statistics Canada to provide cross-sectional estimates of health determinants, health status and health system utilization for 133 health regions across Canada, plus the territories. 

Content

The health region-level survey consists of an interview of approximately 45 minutes. Thirty minutes consist of common content to be asked of all sample units, to meet basic health data requirements on an on-going basis. Ten minutes consist of optional content determined by each health region from a predefined list of questionnaire modules. Socio-economic and demographic content complete the 45-minute interview. 

Download the CCHS Questionnaire in PDF format (296 K) 
OR 
Click on a specific module: 

	Common content 
	Optional content 

	
Administration
Alcohol 
Alcohol dependence / abuse 
Blood pressure check 
Breastfeeding 
Chronic conditions 
Contacts with mental health professionals 
Exposure to second hand smoke 
Food insecurity 
Fruit and vegetable consumption 
General health 
Health care utilization 
Health Utility Index (HUI) 
Height / weight 
Household record variables 
Income 
Injuries 
Labour force 
Mammography 
PAP smear test 
Patient satisfaction 
Physical activities 
PSA test 
Restriction of activities 
Smoking 
Socio-demographic characteristics
Tobacco alternatives 
Two-week disability 
  
	
Breast examinations 
Breast self examinations 
Changes made to improve health 
Dental visits 
Depression 
Distress 
Driving under influence 
Drug use 
Eye examinations 
Flu shots 
Home care 
Mastery 
Mood 
Physical check-up 
Sedentary activities 
Self-esteem 
Sexual behaviours 
Smoking cessation aids 
Social support 
Spirituality 
Suicidal thoughts and attempts 
Use of protective equipment
Work


Questions

Jennifer Ali has published an excellent article on the “Mental Health of Canadians” in Health Reports, volume 13, 2003. She looked at the factors related to depression within the 12 months preceding the survey for Cycle 1.1 and considered Canadians versus immigrants. This paper is an excellent example of an author clearly describing variables in her analysis.
1. Looking at page 8 of the article you will see Table A in Appendix. Thirteen variables listed. Indicate whether the following seven variables appear to contain categorical or continuous data or is analytical.
	Variable
	Is this categorical? Yes/No
	How many categories?

	Depression
	
	

	Alcohol dependence
	
	

	Length of residence in Canada
	
	

	Sense of belonging
	
	

	Age group
	
	

	Sex
	
	

	Household Income
	
	


2. Use the data dictionary, beginning with depression find the variables most likely used by Ms. Ali. It may not be the first item you locate. Record it in the table below, the question it was created from or if it was derived, types of codes, and missing values.
	Content
	Variable Name
	Question # or Derived
	Type of Codes
	Missing Values Identified

	Depression
	DPSADPP
	Derived

(clue there is no question name)
	0.9 to .90
	9.96  n/a

9.99  not stated

	Alcohol dependence
	
	
	
	

	Length of residence in Canada
	
	
	
	

	Sense of belonging
	
	
	
	

	Age group
	
	
	
	

	Sex
	
	
	
	

	Household Income
	
	
	
	


3. Find one web site where you could select and download these variables from CCHS 1.1 public use microdata file.
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