December 19, 2000

Dear GSS Users,

Please be advised that the User's Guide and Documentation for GSS-13 on Victimization has been modified.   

The original version of the data dictionary documentation for the Main Incident File (Appendix H) presented weighted estimates assuming one victimization per incident report.  However, some incident reports represent a series of several similar victimizations, the number of which is represented by the value of the variable NUMINC. Although analysts are free to use the approach they feel is most appropriate with respect to weighting series reports, estimates presented throughout the Cycle 13 User's Guide and in Statistics Canada publications based on Cycle 13 and previous victimization cycles are calculated with NUMINC capped at a value of 3.

In order to make the data dictionary more comparable with published estimates, Appendix H has been reissued with the weighted estimates calculated such that NUMINC is capped at a value of 3. This will allow analysts who wish to follow this weighting strategy to verify simple estimates of numbers of victimizations that are based on only one variable. 

For more information on how to use weight variables on the Main Incident file, please see section 7.6.2 of the Cycle 13 User's Guide.

In addition, users of the variables SCEN_A, SCEN_AP, SCEN_Y and SCEN_YP, are asked to replace the weighted estimates contained in the data dictionary documentation for the Main file (Appendix E) with the attached insert.   For more information on how to use the weight variable WGHT_SCE on the Main file, please see section 7.6.5 of the Cycle 13 User's Guide.

Please note that these modifications do not in any way affect the content of the microdata file, nor the unweighted counts presented in the original versions of Appendix E and Appendix H.

