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I ntroduction

SLIDRET isthe SLID (Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics) data RETrieva system. It wasdevel oped
to smplify accessto SLID data; users are able to create a dataset according to their own specifications,
without having to understand the interna SLID database structure. Everything is contained in one screen.
Windows open to dlow usersto clarify various sdections.

Users are able to create, save and modify cross-sectiona and longitudina datasets containing only the
variables selected. The database can be created intwo formats: atext (ASCII) flatfile or a Foxpro table.
SLIDRET can dso generate a data dictionary, a record layout, a file containing the variable labels, and
variable codesets. The output data file can then be read into the analytica software preferred by the user.

You can aso specify the order in which you want your data stored (e.g. in ascending order of an
identificationvariable) and put restrictions onthe content of your database (i.e. persons withatotal income
greater than 100 000 dollars).

Depending onthe user’ s selections and the type of computer used, the extraction may take some time. We
anticipate that this will not be viewed as problematic snce SLIDRET is not used frequently. The primary
purpose isto create afile which will meet the needs of a pecific andytica or research project.



SLIDRET menu and options

m Microsoft Yisual INoxMro

Query options

B

Open: loads aquery which has been saved from a previous session.

New: createsanew query.

Save: savesyour query (in the directory of your choice).

Save as: Savesyour query under another name, in the directory of your choice.

Delete; ddetesyour query. SLIDRET will then delete dl filesrdated to the query, induding datafiles,
code setsfile, etc. Thisisan important feature and is much more than a convenience. A query
name cannot be reused unlessit has been deleted using this function.

=

Exit: closesSLIDRET.

View options

Results: submitsthe query currently open.

Selected Variables: Displays the variables selected for the query currently open.

5 B

Sear ch Data Definition:
finds the word you want to look for in avariable. Y ou can look in short name, long name, or al
fidlds related to variable descriptions. A useful tool for locating variables.

Restrict option

restrictsyour query to acertain sub-sample, according to the conditionsyou chooseto apply. For example
you may wish to create afile including only those persons living in acertain province, or those personsin
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acertain age group. _ Order |

Order by option

orders the records in your outpuit file using one or more of the query variables.

Table options

Browse: browses through a Foxpro table resulting from a query.

Remove: deletes a Foxpro table.

Francais option

switches to the French verson of the software.

Data Directory option
identifies where the SLID databases are stored.
Help option

isan online hdp for SLIDRET.



Creation of arequest
To cregte arequest, first determine:

the type of andyss,
the reference year(s);
the unit of andysis

the variables you want.

A wbdpE

Y ou will then be able to submit your query, provided that you have saved it and indicated what you want
to produce: atext database or a Foxpro table, a data dictionary, avariadble codesetsfile avaiable labds
file. You will dso be able to sat the weight used for your database (if you do not wish to use the default
weight provided).

Since the SLID database contains many variables, the locationand sdlection of those variables of interest
may take sometime. Fortunately, SLIDRET uses the same variable classficaion into themes and sub-
themes asthe SLID Electronic Data Dictionary (available onthe Statistics Canada Site, www.statcan.ca,
Concepts, definitions and methods, SLID Data Dictionary). So, if you arefamiliar with the datadictionary,
you will be adleto follow the same path in SLIDRET. Also, SLIDRET dlows you to do a search for a
variable, and to sdlect it for your query at the same time. To sdlect what you want in SLIDRET, use the
computer mouse to point and click on themes and variables of interest.

Type of analysis

The user must choose between cross-sectional and longitudingl. In generd, cross-sectiond andysis refers
to andyss covering only one reference year whereas longitudind analyss refers to more than one year.

The earliest year possible for cross-sectiona analysisis 1993 (the first year for the survey).

While dl combinations of years are accepted, users requesting longitudind analysis should pay atention
to the survey design and panel rotation. Starting with 1993, a pane of respondentsisintroduced everythree
yearsand staysin sample for a six-year period. So it ispossible to have one panel for andyssfor Sx years
withhdf the total survey sample or two panels for andysis for threeyears. So it is advisable to choose from
among the following time periods:

Threeyears. 1993 to 1995, 1996 to 1998, 1999 to 2001, etc.
Six years. 1993 to 1998, 1996 to 2001, 1999 to 2004, etc.

In addition, one can aso sdlect the year prior to these rangesto expand the data available for anayss.
Situationa data such as province of resdence, marita status and family compostion are available
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corresponding to the end of the year prior to the start of the pand.

Unit of analysis

The unit of analysisidentifies the unit of observation for one record on the output file. Not al choices are
available for both cross-sectional and longitudind analysis. The choices are:

Person: one record for every person

Person-job: one record for every job held (Persons with no jobs are not included in thisfile))

Job absence: one record for every job absence (Persons with no jobs or with jobs from which no
absence was taken are not included in thisfile))

Jobless spdl: one record for every period of joblessness (Persons with no such periods are not
induded in thisfile)

Maritd status spell: one for every maritd state held by each person during higher lifetime (Complete
marital history is not collected by SLID for some persons with multiple marriages.)

Postsecondary degree, diploma or certificate: one record for every postsecondary degree, diploma or
certificate received during each person’s lifetime, with some exceptions for persons with muitiple
degrees. (Persons without postsecondary educationa attainment are not included in thisfile))
Household: one record for every household

Houschold rdationships: one record for every pair of personsin every household (Households with
only one person are not included in thisfile. In generd, ahousehold with n persons will have n* (n-1)
records on thisfile)

Economic family: one record for every economic family

Census family: one record for every census family

Monthly receipt of EI/WC/SA: onerecord for every type of benefit received by all persons. Benefits
covered are Employment Insurance, Workers' Compensationand Social Assistance. (Persons without
receipt of any of these three benefits are not included on thisfile)



Example
Wewill create aquery that will produce a cross-sectiond file with severa variablesfromdifferent themes.

Here are the themes and variables we want for this query:

Type of Analysis
¢ Cross-sectiond

Unit of Analysis
* Person

Sample control - Identifiers
+ D31FAM26
 D31CF26

Sample control - Weights
* ICSWT26
* ILBWT26

Personal characteristics - Demographics- Year of birth, sex and marital status
« ECYOB26
« ECAGE26
e ECSEX99

Per sonal characteristics - Demographics- Family situation
* RMJG26
* RMJICG26

Personal characteristics - geography - geographical area
* PVREG25
e USZGA25
« CMA2G25



Per sonal characteristics - Family and household characteristics - Household size and type

HHSZ25

HHCOMP25
DWLTYP25
DWTENR25

You just haveto point and dick in
Options the appropriate boxes; then dick
on the Submit button. The
fallowingOptions box will appear:

LB

[
[
[
r

Now isthe time to choose what SLIDRET will produce for you:

DataFile (text format) creates afile withthe extenson* .dat. It contains the datayouwant in ASCI|
format.

Data File (Foxpro table) creates a Foxpro table with the extenson *.sgr. It contains the data you
want in Foxpro format.

Record Layout creates afile with the extenson *.lay. It contains the record layout of your text data
file

Data Dictionary creates the data dictionary that is directly sent to your printer. It is not currently
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possible to save the data dictionary in eectronic format.

* Variable Labels creates afile with the extenson *.1ab. It contains the labels of your variables.

» Code Sets crestes afile with the extenson *.cod. It contains the code sets of your varigbles.

* Waeght Selection dlows you to overwrite the default weight for SLIDRET to useto produce your
database. SLIDRET automaticaly chooses theweaght accordingto the unit of andyss and the variables
sdlected. Mogt of the time, thiswill be the correct weight for your query. For moreinformation on this
subject, consult chapter 5 of the Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics MicrodataUser’ s Guide.

Sypstem Question 00003 [ %]

Once you have
selected your
variables, click on
the Submit
button. SLIDRET
will then ask you
to give your query
aname (but only if itisanew query or if you have modified an old one). For this example, we have chosen
EC1996KE as the query name.

CILrghrebiedid; Pl
|E - HrILES - ILase

Lo 1Mk
| Ilndfi 73 £5F e FIRSFT_T78T
; Ikl

e

: .
e following screen will ask you

your query.

Click on Yes. The
where you want to save
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System Meszage 00001 Ed

i)

SLIDRET automédicaly goesto the
I_ D:\SLIDRET\QUERIES directory.

You can (1) save your queries
directly in this directory, (2) create
your own sub-directories in which you will save your queries, or (3) save in another directory of your
choosing.

Give a name to your query System Message 00039
and dick on Save. This
window will come up: SOL is being executed

Click OK. The next window is:

After awnhile, this box pops up:
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Click anywhere insde the SLIDRET window and this box pops up:

System Mezzage 00044

Codesets are being produced Again, dick anywhere insde
the SLIDRET window. Y ou
will then see the result of the

query.

To go ahead and create the files you specified in the Options box, close the results window. To do this,
click on the X to which the arrow is pointing (it is important to make sure that you are closing the correct
window):

Some messages will gppear shortly,
‘ il : such asthis one:

SLIDRET thencomesback
to its firs screen. You will
be ale to modify your

\l query, saveit under another
1 1 2i2 name or in another
1 1 24 1 directory, or create a new
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query altogether. For now, let's have alook at the files that SLIDRET has produced:

) Ex 15Bhedut Huliyurl

1EEUEATAI2ANEFTENM EEUSCTAT1IANGG T EEUSLTENM EAAE ST M2 AE0TER &

1EEUSGTATI2A4GGTEM EEUCOTEI12AA66 T &
PRI A T HY T2 e S HY ISR HY T A HY

PRI P HY T A Y LI A Y TIAT A PHY LI A H LA A P HY T A HN I A Y
I2RATAT TETARATRR 2 TWGATAD 12ARATAY | 2O0CATAR I 2 TARATAD 12T ACATRR I 2ONCATAL
12EUEATII2AMEATEM EEUELTAT1IINGS T EEUELTEN EANE ST A0 2 NECTED EEUE AT
LI P HY TR A Y LTINS A Y LAY A HY LI A HY LA A PHY T A A HE LI A Y
1EEUEATAIH2ANESTENM EEUELTEI1IANGATI I EELELTENM EANE T2 AE0TED EEUEAT A
LRI PHY TR A Y LTINS A Y T TAT A PHY I A HY LA A PHY T AL A HN I A Y
1EEUEATAIH2AMEETEN EEUECTAI1IANGATI I EELELTENM EANE T2 AE0TED EEUEAT L
(BRI FL VR EHE U PR UL VR EHE UL DR EH I TR B P PR EHE T ST EH UL Y
(BRI FL VR EHE U PR UL VR EHE UL DR EH I TR B P PR EHE LU EH UL Y
1EEUSATAI2ANESTENM EFUSCTEI1IANGGTI I EEUSLTENM EANETAT1IA NE0TED EEUEATAY
(BRI VR EHER U EH UL S VR EHE LW DR EH I TN EH B P PR ERE LU EH UL Y
1EEUSGTAT12AMESTENM EEUECTAT1IANGGTI I EEUSLTENM EANESTAT1IA NE0TED EEUEATAS
(BRI FL VR EHET U PR UL VR EHE UL E DR EH I TN R B P PR ERE U RO U EH UL
1EEUEATAI12ANEFTENM EEUSCTAT1IANGG T EEUSLTENM EAME ST M2 AE0TER EEUEATS
P Y T A Y LI A Y TR P LI A HY I R P HY T A HR L 2R PR
17 LELUREHEUL ST R VW VR FHE L P DR R U DY R E U B VR EHE DL TR T T )
1EEUSATANIANEFTENM EEUEGTAT1IINGG TN EEUELTENM EANSGTAI1 1A NE0TEDN EEUEAT S

12 RATATARATRE PINCATAITAIARATAYA 2INCATRR 2TARATAA I ATATART 2O NTATAL &L

Ec1996ke.cod contans the

10KE  COD File
5.802£E  DAT File

EEEEE

KB LAE File
E LAY File
1KE  SPT File
El 2KE  SOL File
] F.803KE SO File
9KE  SOT File
&l 1KE 5T File
@ 17KE  Micros..,

u FiAMMER: 1Al H.||||:||.l|

L L AR A AR L A A RS LA LA LA AN LA LA LA EAR AR EAREA RS, RS AR LR
A L]
f+ Nndpsabs For F11e/dles cndes don Flchder: L]
[+ Oz S 1ORF INEH TESSED REE T SIS EIRIYPAEE D] [
[+ luuuday, Farch 2¥, ZHEH -
B a
'l'rr'IIrl'IIrl'IIrl'Ilrl'rr'l'rr'l'\rlr'l'rr'l'rr'l'rr'l'rr'l'rr'\l'\rr'\l'\rr'\l'\rr'\lrl'\lrl'\ilrl'\llr'l'rlr'l'rlr'l'rlr'l'rr'lJ

Note that the
thetext fileappear || ieiic tperzani chanti
UNLUE Spersanad 'ULLUPLLIELL ! "Horz Echamkxllon'
ea{) CULGUSPULBLY £ = He weadl pas
URRPNRA0e0LR” = [y us™
URPRRRARORReR” = “Non Applicable’

Ecl1996ke.dat is
containing  your

"Hantrial®
“lurwnle”
*lancuuser'®
“AutIe”
"Hnrs Fehankdl Tan
"Hr salt pas
"Hetus"

“Hun Applicabile™

v
Unl IE - Srmathy s
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code sats of the variables:

name and the location of
in the header.

the text file (ASCII)
data:



Ec1996ke.lab contains the labds of the variables;

n Fu:1A8RkH | - Hulgiail

Labels Tw- Miledle= Sliguelles Jdu Fichier:
Oz \SLIBRCTWQUCAICEACLATIILCS I994CC1006KE . DAT
HAonday, Hareh @86, 2BER

wear "Hekrrenns Wear"

persandd  tHEersan L

divzowlde - “LInl crust-secl weiyghl”

LRRZYLS = LRGN yrp 2

Ul e = “Lenzus lanily LD

q A 1 aned = "Covmunic family 1D .

Ec1996ke.lay contains the ekl it e record layout:

owtenr2r = "Ownership of dwelling”

BCaNeEn - “Fut ane rafr (RrnSs-<anb)”

PEeRxQY - "Fut cax rafyr [oenss-spob)®

reynh?h “FHE YOR [reass-sent)

hhenmpit  “Haoschold bypes

22y = “Huuselivld wize”

ilbwLde = “lol wrust-spel lab weighl™

n Fou1 ®bdhe: e Hidigunld

Ty

Laynut far Fl1af1 p Fornat dn Flchd er z LT}
Iz% 51 TOHE PUJHERTESSELDTE I RS S ey R IR UG EE DN =y
Henday, Farch Ug, IHdl gy

2y

A T M R T TR Y R R T I Y NN PR ETE TN Y YRR KR T T,

year 4. F# Hobepence Year e
prrsuniu fLharnz. A PeEruun LD o
divowl 28 168.L Ao [l crusz zecl ueighl (99999 23997
CRa2q2s 4Chart. A¥ CHAYCA orp 2 )
ARACFTN SRhar? . Fv tancns Famdlg I -y
LEE I Shhary. fu Fennnnic +amdly 1 Y
Unllypls SLharn. Ao lppe ub uweLliiog o
Unlenrzs SCharl. Ao Bunership wl Juelling LT
R BCAQe2E . Av CHE ane reryr (G055 SECE)] vF
W LT iRhard. F¥ FxF cp¥ refyr [GFacc-GALt] +§
H rrynhdn N £+ FaF ¥AR (ranss—seck) oy
Finally} Ncampil | Fthad. e Hwsuwald tgpe t EC1996ke.sqr
- H [[EN F Ao Hoaweliuly =ize S -
contains the ilbml 28 o Dl cruss secl Lab oeiunl ($9s99 9narg FOXPro file,
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Ec1996ke.sgl, Ec1996ke.spt, Ec1996k e.syt, Ec1996ke.cdx aredl filesthat SLIDRET created for its
own needs. DO NOT DELETE THEM. If you want to delete a query, use the Delete optionof Query.
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We will now have alook a certain details of SLIDRET.

For cross-sectional queries:

The year (varidble YEAR9) is automaticdly inserted into the query results, and does not appear in
the lig of varidbles available.

For the reference year selected, SLIDRET automatically insertsthe cross-sectional weight associated
with the unit of andysis (for PERSON, the associated weight is ICSWT26; for PERSON-JOB, the
associated waght isILBWT26). The weight appears in the record layout with the letter “A” as prefix
(AICSWT26 ingtead of ICSWT26). The automatic or “sysem” weight will not appear in the data
dictionary. To make it appear in the data dictionary, add it to your list of picked variables.

For longitudinal queries:

The weight autometicaly used by the sysem isthe longitudina weight of the latest year selected, and
will have an “A” as prefix, asfor cross-sectiond queries.

The units of andyss Marital status and Education certificates automaticdly giveyoud| datain the
database up to the latest year selected, regardless of which other years you selected.

For all queries:

The name given to a query must begin with an dphabetic character.

Do not use hyphens (-) in the name of a query.

Never delete your queries uang Windows Explorer. Use instead the Delete option from the
SLIDRET Query menu. The reason is that SLIDRET createsalist of dl the names of queries you
cregted for itsinterna use, and only by deeting your queries with the Delete option will it erase the
name of those queries fromiits lig. If you delete queries usng something ese, problems may pop up
later.

SLIDRET givesthe query nameto dl files created for this query. Only the file extensonswill change:
*.sgr, *.cod, *.dat, etc.

For performancereasons it isbest to run SLIDRET without having too many other gpplications open.

-16-



For more information or if you have comments or suggestions, please contect:

Client Services

Income Staigtics Divison
1-888-297-7355 or 613-951-7355
Dynamics@dtatcan.ca
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